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4 Hearings of the House Select Committee Educational Organizations Involved 
to Investigate Foundations and Related Organ- in Reece Committee Investigation 


izations (Reece Committee) opened on May 10. 
On May 11, in response to a request made the preceding day, Norman Dodd, Director 
of Research for the Committee, presented a written report concerning the work of 
the Committee staff from November 1, 193 to April 30, 194. This report in- 
é dicated that the staff, which began with a study of foundations, had entered into 
collateral investigations of changes in the Federal government, theories and 
practices of education, and the operations of national educational organizations. 
The:report is therefore of such great interest to Council members that it seems 
useful to reproduce rather extended excerpts. 


"Confronted with the task of assisting the Committee to discharge its 
duties as set forth in H. Res. #217, within the seventeen month period, August 
1, 193 - December 31, 1954, it became obvious to me that it would be impossible 
to perform this task if the staff were to concentrate on the internal practices 
and the grant-making policies of Foundations themselves. It also became obvious 
that if the staff was to render the service for which it had been assembled, it 
must expose those factors which were common to all Foundations, and reduce them 
to terms which would permit their effects to be compared with the purposes set 
forth in Foundation charters, the principles and the form of the United States 
Government, and the means provided by the Constitution for altering either these 
principles or this form. 


"In addition, these common factors would have to be expressed in terms 
which would permit a comparison of their effects with the activities and interests 
connoted by the word 'political', and also with those ordinarily meant by the 
word 'propaganda', 


“Our effort to expose these common factors revealed only one, namely - ‘the 
public interest'. It further revealed that if this finding were to prove useful 
to the Committee, it would be necessary to define 'the public interest'. We 
believe this would be found in the principles and form of the Federal Government, 
as expressed in our Constitution and in our basic founding documents. 


"This will explain why subsequent studies were made by the staff of the 
size, scope, form and functions of the Federal Government for the period 1903 - 
1953, the results of which are set forth in detail in a report by Thomas M. McNiece, 
Assistant Research Director, entitled, 'THE ECONOMICS OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST’. 


"These original studies of 'the public interest' disclosed that during the 
four years, 1933 - 1936, a change took place which was so drastic as to consti- 
tute a 'revolution'. They also indicated conclusively that the responsibility for 
the economic welfare of the American people had been transferred heavily to the 
Executive branch of the Federal Government; that a corresponding change in 
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education had taken place from an impetus outside of the local community, and 
that this ‘revolution! had occurred without violence and with the full consent 
of an overwhelming majority of the electorate. 


"In seeking to explain this unprecedented phenomenon, subsequent studies 
pursued by the staff clearly showed it could not have occurred peacefully, or 
with the consent of the majority, unless education in the United States had 
prepared in advance to endorse it. 


“These findings appeared to justify two postulates: 


1) - that the policies and practices of institutions purporting or 
obliged by statute to serve 'the public interest' would reflect 
this phenomenon, and 


2) that Foundations whose trustees were empowered to make grants for 
educational purposes would be no exception, 


on the basis of which, after consultation with Counsel, I directed the staff to 
explore Foundation practices, educational procedures, and the operations of the 
Executive branch of the Federal Government since 1903 for reasonable evidence 
of a purposeful relationship between them..... 


"To insure these determinations being made on the basis of impersonal facts, 
I directed the staff to make a study of the development of American education 
since the turn of the century and of the trends in techniques of teaching and of 
the development of curricula since that time. As a result, it became quite evi- 
dent that this study would have to be enlarged to include the accessory agencies 
to which these developments and trends had been traced. 


"The work of the staff was then expanded to include an investigation of 
such agencies as: 


"The American Council of Learned Societies, the National Research 
Council, the Social Science Research Council, the American Council 
on Education, the National Education Association, the League for 
Industrial Democracy, the Progressive Education Association, the 
American Historical Association, John Dewey Society, and the 
Anti-Defamation League..... 


"The broad study which called our attention to the activities of these 
organizations has revealed not only their support by Foundations, but has dis- 
closed a degree of cooperation between them which they have referred to as ‘an 
interlock', thus indicating a concentration of influence and power, By this 
phrase they indicate they are bound by a common interest rather than a dependency 
upon a single source for capital funds. It is difficult to study their relation- 
ship without confirming this. Likewise, it is difficult to avoid the feeling 
that their common interest has led them to cooperate closely with one another and 
that this common interest lies in the planning and control of certain aspects of 
American life through a combination of the Federal Government and education. 


"This may explain why the foundations have played such an active role in the 
promotion of the social sciences, why they have favored so strongly the employ- 
ment of social scientists by the Federal Government and why they seem to have 
used their influence to transform education into an instrument for social change. 


"We wish to stress the importance of questioning change only when it might. 
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involve developments detrimental to the interests of the American people, or when 
it is promoted by a relatively small and tightly knit group backed by dispropor- 
tionately large amounts of money which could threaten the American ideal of 
competition. 


"In summary, our study of these entities and their relationship to each other 
seems to warrant the inference that they constitute a highly efficient, function- 
ing whole. Its product is apparently an educational curriculum designed to in- 
doctrinate the American student from matriculation to the consummation of his 
education. It contrasts sharply with the freedom of the individual as the corner- 
stone of our social structure. For this freedom, it seems to substitute the group, 
the will of the majority, and a centralized power to enforce this will - presumably 
in the interest of all. Its development and production seems to have been largely 
the work of those organizations engaged in research, such as the Social Science 
Research Council and the National Research Council. 


"The demand for their product seems to come from such strong and sizeable 
aggregations of interests as the National Education Association and the American 
Council on Education, whose authorities seem to see in it the means by which 
education can render a national service. They make frequent reference to this 
service as synonomous with ‘the cause of education' and tend to criticize strongly 
anyone who dares to doubt the validity of their conclusions. 


"Its promotion appears to have been managed by such organizations as the 
Progressive Education Association, the American Historical Association, the League 
for Industrial Democracy, the John Dewey Society and the Anti-Defamation League. 
Supplementing their efforts were others, such as: the Parent-Teachers Association, 
the National Council of Churches, and the Committee for Economic Development, each 
of which has played some part in adjusting the minds of American citizens to the 
idea of planning and to the marked changes which have taken place in ‘the public 

nterest'," 


A subsequent section of the report contains a highly critical analysis of 
the work of social scientists, which may be summarized in the following paragraph: 


"In what appears from our studies to have been zeal for a radically new 
social order in the United States, many of these social science specialists appar- 
ently gave little thought to either the opinions or the warnings of those who were 
convinced that a wholesale acceptance of knowledge acquired almost entirely by 
empirical methods would result in a deterioration of moral standards and a 
disrespect for principles. Even past experience which indicated that such an 
approach to the problems of society could lead to tyranny, appears to have been 
disregarded," 


An interesting editorial in the New York Times of May 13 discusses the broad 
implications of the foregoing report. It says, in part, 


"What is alarming about Mr. Dodd's opening statement is that it indicates 
@ belief that intellectual advancement, if any, must conform to a rigid pattern 
of thought set in the eighteenth century. It suggests that the social sciences 
have been developing in a way contrary to what Mr. Dodd conceives to be in 'the 
public interest'; that the pattern supposedly in process of formation is an 
unhealthy one; that there is something conspiratorial and subversive in all this; 
and that the foundations that to a great extent have subsidized these studies 
are responsible for the theories that have resulted. 


"Mr. Dodd is of course entitled to express any views about the social 
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sciences and about foundations that he wants to hold; but a reading of his state- 
ment leaves the strong impression that he would guide this committee into an 
expedition into the realm of the mind, with the idea that philosophy of politics, 
education and research that some citizens believe to be right is therefore ‘Amerigg 
and that a differing view is wrong and therefore ‘un-American.' 


"This is a very dangerous course for the committee to follow, because it 
constitutes a form of pressure on freedom of teaching, it suggests that advocacy 
of social changes is in itself unpatriotic and it encourages a conformity of thoug 
that is the antithesis of the dynamic, democratic society for which our country-- 
and the great foundations--have always stood." 


It is assumed that the American Council on Education, as well as other 
organizations mentioned in the report, will be given an opportunity to present 
testimony later in the hearings. The form of the testimony will be discussed by 
the Council's Executive Committee at its meeting on May 21-22. 


Booklet Issued on Plans Distributed as supplements to copies of this issue of 
to Meet Enrollment Rise the Bulletin sent by first-class mail are copies of a 


new Council booklet, "A Call for Action to Meet the 
Impending Increase in College and University Enrollment". The publication contaim 
statistical tables, charts, and discussion by Ronald B. Thompson, Registrar of 
Ohio State University, and additional consideration of major problems by Dean 
Francis Keppel, Graduate School of Education, Harvard University; President 
Charles J. Turck, Macalester College; President Philip G. Davidson, University 
of Louisville; Professor James W. Reynolds, Department of Junior College Educa- 
tion, University of Texas; and President Arthur S. Adams of the Council. 


As Dr. Adams reports in the Foreword, "Because of the importance of this 
general problem to all institutional members of the Council, the Executive 
Committee has agreed that copies of this publication shall be furnished without 
charge in reasonable quantities for the use of planning groups in individual 
institutions and in geographical areas. The Council welcomes the opportunity 
to provide this service to higher education." 


Orders should be directed to the Manager of Publications, American Council 
on Education. 
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